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Abstract
This paper reviews the situation to be found in various parts of the world in respect of violence exercised against women and
children.  Firstly, data provided by international organizations dealing with this problem will be used to examine the most recent 
bloody cases from India, followed by Afghanistan, Somalia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Indonesia, Colombia, Mexico,
South Africa and Yemen.  However, secondly, it will be seen that the situation is no less worrying in closer cultural environments, 
where problems of gender violence are adapting to progress and social changes, so that the Internet has become a place where 
women, and especially younger females, meet with harassment. The conclusion will be that in both instances the underlying 
situation is similar: domestic violence, sexual abuse against children and girls, harassment at work or rape, whether by a partner or 
a stranger, regardless of culture, religion or economy.
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1. Introduction
Gender violence is the most widespread violation of human rights, taking multiple forms: domestic violence, sexual 
abuse of girls, harassment at work, human trafficking, and rape by husbands or by strangers, in refugee camps, or as a 
tactic in war, and others.  The list is long and not confined to one culture, religion or country.  Thus, for instance, in 
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the United States, 83% of girls between 12 and 16 years are sexually harassed at school; in Denmark, non-consensual 
sex with somebody unable to resist by reason of sleep, drugs or illness is deemed abuse, not rape; in Russia, more than 
57,000 women are victims of trading in people each year; in Spain 646 women have been murdered by their partners 
or ex-partners since 2003.  The roots of this must be sought in discrimination which has persisted into the twenty-first 
century, although in some countries it is much more dangerous to be born female than in others. 
According to ONU Women (unwomen.org) up to today 186 countries have ratified the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, a positive advance achieved after years of protests, 
mobilizations and activism. However, much would seem still to remain to be done.  Over the years there have been 
achievements: 173 countries guarantee paid maternity leave; 39 constitutions incorporate the equality of the sexes; 
125 countries have laws against domestic violence; 115 countries ensure the same property-owning rights for men and 
women, but even today 127 governments do not explicitly condemn rape within marriage; 53% of women work in 
conditions of vulnerability; 50 countries have a lower legal age for marriage for women than for males.  In the majority 
of these countries, women earn between 10% and 30% less than men.
2. Some Examples around the World 
India is the biggest democratic country in the world but being a woman there is risky. Oxfam (oxfamintermon.org) 
calculate that 50 millions girls were never born there because of selective abortion during the last century.  
Furthermore, 44.5% of females are married before they are ten; in 2011 there were 24,206 rapes, but 231,000 women 
die each year as victims of sexual aggression.  The ONG thus reckons that the real figures for rape are very different 
from the official statistics. 
For instance, on 16 December 2012 the whole world was shocked by the brutal attack on Jyoti Singh Pandey, a 
twenty-three-year-old student raped by six men in a bus in New Delhi.  Days later, she died in a hospital in Singapore 
from her injuries and the streets were full of people calling for justice and safety.  Ms. Phumzile MlamboϋNgcuka, 
executive director of ONU Women stated that her death ought to encourage people to do all they could to bring an 
end to senseless violence against women just because they are women.
India is only one case.  In that country there is a sexual aggression every ten minutes, but only one out of every 
four rapists is sentenced, making this one of the most dangerous countries for women, although not the only instance.  
The problem reaches pandemic proportions.  The figures speak for themselves.  Worldwide, as many as 70% of women 
suffer some form of physical or sexual violence from males at some stage in their lives, mostly from husbands, partners 
or people they know.  For women between 15 and 44 years of age, violence causes more deaths and disabilities than 
cancer, malaria, traffic accidents and war taken together. 
In Afghanistan, 80% of women are forced to accept arranged marriages.  One out of every eleven women has a 
high risk of dying in childbirth because of lack of access to doctors or other health services, whilst 87% are illiterate 
and have no access to education.  Eight out of ten suffer domestic violence, while a raped woman may be accused of 
adultery by her family.  According to the United Nations, although the country has approved a law on the ending of 
violence, there is still much to be done 
Somalia is a country where after twenty years of war many Somali women have been left in sole charge of their 
children.  For them, refugee camps have become authentic traps, where they are victims of attacks and rapes when 
food is distributed or during the night.  It should be added that 95% are subjected to genital mutilation, while no more 
than 9% receive any medical assistance when giving birth. 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo suffered a war which left five million dead at the beginning of the century.  
Since 1996 the east of the country has been the scene of at least 200,000 cases of sexual violence, mostly against 
women and girls, with reports from campaigns run by Congolese activists mentioning 1,150 rapes per day; that is 48 
per hour.  Moreover, 57% of pregnant women suffer from anaemia, with few resources available to treat it. 
In Pakistan, women suffer abuses almost before they are born, as there is infanticide of female babies, followed by 
harmful ritual customs, including acid attacks, forced marriages, even at a very young age, punishments by stoning 
and other physical abuse.  According to the Commission for Human Rights (un.org/right) for this country, every year 
more than a thousand women and girls are the victims of so-called “honour killings”.  Domestic violence affects 90% 
of women, while at work they are paid 82% less than men.  In 2011, more than 700 women committed suicide. 
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In Indonesia, according to UNICEF (unicef.es), there are estimated to be one hundred thousand children, mostly 
girls, and women who are victims of trafficking in humans every year.  This is a lucrative abuse, which includes 
criminality and forced prostitution, within the frontiers of the country and even as “merchandise” sent to other parts 
of the world.  In this country, one-third of sex workers have not yet reached 8 years of age.  Moreover, sexual violence 
is a day-to-day reality, running from rape to harassment in the workplace, suffered by more than 90% of Indonesian 
females.
Colombia stands first in the list of Latin American countries which are most dangerous for women.  In recent years, 
the National Government’s Unit for Victim Support has received five thousand accusations of sexual crimes 
perpetrated by people involved in the armed conflict.  Between 2007 and 2012 there were 83,000 victims of rape and 
54 people were killed by their partners.  In 96.6% of cases of domestic violence recorded during the year 2013, men 
were the aggressors.  In Colombia, every six days a woman is reported killed by her partner or former partner. 
In Mexico the situation regarding women’s rights is alarming: according to Amnesty International (amnesty.org) 
there has been a rise in killings and a continuous habitual lack of effective police investigation or justice.  Between 
1985 and 2009, 34,000 women were killed; in the State of Chihuahua this meant one out of every four victims was a 
woman.  One quarter of Mexican women suffer physical abuse from their partners. 
In South Africa, the ending of Apartheid brought with it an improvement in women’s conditions, but violence 
continues to be one of the commonest forms of discrimination, going beyond any barriers of race and class, according 
to Oxfam.  Between 2010 and 2011, more than 66,000 cases of sexual aggression were recorded in this country, where 
one woman is killed by her partner every six hours, according to data from ONU Woman.  Furthermore, cases of HIV 
among women run at double the rate among males.
In Yemen, 14% of women get married before reaching 15 years of age, 52% before 18.  As Human Right Watch 
(hrw.org/es) has pointed out, this makes it difficult for them to gain access to education, is bad for their health as they 
have a larger number of pregnancies with no possibility of controlling them, and thus keeps them in the category of 
second class citizens.  Moreover, Amnesty International has pointed out that they are more severely treated when 
accused of “immoral” acts, whilst men are treated with leniency when they kill women members of their families in 
the name of “honour”.
3. The Situation in Nearby Cultural Contexts: Spain as an Example
Meanwhile, what had been happening in closer cultural circles, in the Western world of technology, computers and 
“development”?
Technology has changed our society, but has also seen its more pernicious effects progress.  This has meant that 
the Internet has become a place where women are harassed, especially the youngest among them.  The problem has 
taken on new shapes and adapted to new times.  
New times have brought with them new forms of gender violence, linked to progress and social changes.  In fact, 
new technologies are becoming a stage and a tool for communication but also for mistreatment.  There are individuals 
who stake out and corral their partners through WhatsApp or social networks; there is bullying at school, worsened 
by the multiplier effect of scorn and public humiliation that can be achieved through the Internet: cyber-harassers and 
sexual predators who threaten and blackmail their women and children victims via the Internet. 
The data show that in 2012, complaints from mistreated adolescents in Spain rose by 30%.  This, as is normal in 
such cases, is no more than the tip of the iceberg, hiding cases not reported or not even seen as violent by those 
suffering from them.  Indeed, often enough they are taken for jealousy or a “sign of love”. 
The conclusions of the First International Conference against Gender Violence were that reality is the size of a 
pandemic: seven out of every ten women are suffering or will suffer some sort of violence over the course of their 
lives.  Moreover, the home, which is where children should be able to feel safest and most protected, is the scene of 
most aggressions. 
BIT, the Technological Investigation Department of the Spanish National Police Force (policia.org/bit) has pointed 
out how easy it is for pederasts and paedophiles to get in touch with potential victims.  The typical procedure of sexual 
cyber-harassers is to obtain images of their victims and then begin to blackmail them.  For example, they may pass 
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themselves off as their victim though accounts on social networks, implying that they are willing to have sex with 
anybody, or they may spread around images in the victim’s school based on the photos they have obtained. 
The same approach is used by some partners and ex-partners of women who daily feel more harassed through 
social networks.  These networks, like instant messaging applications, are encouraging a phenomenon about which 
the alarm should be raised: constant harassment at a distance.  According to the source quoted, in 2012, a total of 750 
people were arrested for insults and threats transmitted through these channels, three times more than in 2011.  This 
shows that the number of complaints and of offences against privacy, good name and personal image via the Internet 
and social networks is climbing rapidly. 
The Spanish commission for investigating mistreatment (malostratos.org) has stated that aggressors keep a check 
on every movement of their victims, and harass them to keep them under control.  It is clear that the advances in 
technological tools have become a tool increasingly used by alleged aggressors to check not only the personal data of 
their victims, but also their social and family circles, subjecting them to abuse of humiliations, and using the means at 
their disposal to attack their personal dignity.  Harassment goes to the extremes of making public intimate photos of 
the victims, sent by them during the course of a relationship, or of creating false profiles intended to destroy their good 
image.  Indeed, cases have become so common that it is possible to note how judges no longer merely order the 
aggressor not to approach the victim, but quite routinely add a prohibition on communication, even through e-mails 
or messaging.  Such situations are so widespread that the Spanish Ministry of Health, Social Services and Equality 
has announced that the fight against such aggressions will now be one of its priorities.  The Spanish Delegation for 
Gender Violence (observatorioviolence.org) insists on the need to specify new criminal offences so as to render the 
system of punishing abusers more effective.  Cyber-harassment or cyber-stalking might be two of these new offences.  
In the meantime, victims have to report cases, and just as with youngsters harassed on the Internet, they do not find 
this easy.  Several prominent cases have been described by the BIT: one harasser was sentenced to 159 years in prison, 
but in the end this was reduced to just 11, as only three of his 250 victims were prepared to make statements against 
him.  Thanks to one of the, the BIT was able to arrest him, but commented that most of the victims were adolescents, 
and at that age people tend to think they know it all and can solve any problems without assistance.  It further stated 
once they realize they are trapped, years may have gone by, during which the cyber-harasser may have accumulated 
more material of a compromising nature.  By then the victims are sorry ever to have sent the first photo, but there is 
no way out.  The most surprising thing is that most victims do not ask their parents for help, fearing that they will 
have their Internet connection taken from them.  The Internet nowadays is what the village square was in the past.  It 
is where they meet up with their friends, watch television series, play; they have all of their life posted on the Internet. 
In this context, young people, but increasingly also adults, get to know friends, flirt, post their photos, and are involved 
in other social interchanges.  According to the Delegation for Gender Violence, 21.2 % of adolescents have been asked 
for a compromising photo, this percentage rising to 48% in those aged around 18.  Very often, these requests come 
from boyfriends or friends who use them as a control mechanism.  Furthermore, one out of every three youngsters 
between 12 and 18 has received sexual propositions over the Internet. They are often not aware of the consequences, 
because the Internet, which is really a public arena, seems to them to be a private place.  Additionally, the Internet is 
affected by the terrible scourge of anonymity.
4. Conclusions 
This paper has reviewed the bloodiest recent cases of violence against women, such as those in India, followed by 
Afghanistan, Somalia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Indonesia, Colombia, Mexico, South Africa and 
Yemen.  Secondly, it showed how the situation is no less worrying in nearer contexts, where the problems of gender 
violence have been adapting to progress and social changes, so that the Internet has become a place where women, 
especially younger women, are harassed.  The conclusion was that in both instances the underlying situation is similar: 
domestic violence, sexual abuse against children and girls, harassment at work, or rape, whether by partners or by 
strangers.  This is true regardless of culture, religion or economics.
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